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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OP THE MISSOURI,
Saint Louis. Mo., June 3, 1864. Brig. Gen. L. THOMAS,
Adjutant- General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. :
In my dispatch to General Halleck I represented the necessity of
having other troops here than the militia, for prison guards.    From
their composition, it is impossible to guard the prisons with safety.
Can I have the Veteran Reserves asked for ?   Must have something.
W. S. ROSECRANS,
Major-General.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI,
JUDGE-ADVOCATE'S OFFICE,
Saint Louis, June 3, 1864
Memorandum concerning negroes claimed as slaves by James L Hickman, Boone County.
FACTS.
Letter of General Clinton B. Fisk, commanding District of North Missouri, to General Rosecrans, May 31, 1864.*
Henry and Henderson Bryant, slaves of Hickman, left their owner February, 1863, and sought refuge within our lines at Jefferson City. The provost-marshal gave them certificates of freedom under General Orders, No. 35, Department of the Missouri, 1863. They were employed in the quartermasters department. Afterward went to work for one Buffing-ton, till March, 1864. In March, 1864, they enlisted in the U. S. Army. Hickinan brings action in Boone circuit court against Buffington, for $676 services and $600 value. Grand jury also indicted Buffington for unlawfully dealing with slaves. General Fisk stays proceedings.
LAW.
Congress, by act of July 17, 1862, chapter 105, section 0, declares "free of servitude" and not to be again "held as slaves,15 "all slaves of persons * * * hereafter * * :}: in any way giving aid and comfort" to the rebellion "escaping from such persons and taking refuge within the lines of the Army."
July 17, 1862, chapter 201, paragraph 12, Congress authorizes the President to receive "into the service of the United States, for the purpose of constructing intrenchments or performing cam]:) service or any other labor * * * for which they may be competent/' persons of African descent.
July 17, 1862, chapter 201, paragraph 12, Congress declares any slave rendering service as provided for in the act—that is, in the militia service of the United States—free, and his family also.
O.RDERS.
War Department, General Orders, N"o. 130, September 24, 1862, the President enjoined upon all persons in the military and naval service to obey, observe, and enforce within their respective spheres or action the section 0 of July 17, 1862, chapter 195.                         4
*Seep, m.colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
